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E\ESSEX COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
CIVIL DIVISIO

of New Jerse‘l
- Essex Vicinage

superior Gourt
Civil Division

ANAS AREMEYAW ANAS

RE WED/FILED

KENNEDY OHENE AGYAPONG, DEFENDANT
VS

FREDERICK ASAMOAH, DEFENDANT

PLAINTIFF'S COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES

Comes now, Plaintiff, Anas Aremeyaw Anas {"Plaintiff") in the above styled
matter, and now files this Complaint for damages against the defendants herein;
and shows as follows:

Jurisdiction and Venue

1. Plaintiff is an internationally acclaimed investigative journdlist and attorney
at law, who works primarily to uncover corruption and human rights abuses in the
Republic of Ghana and all over Africa.

2. In 2008, Plainiiff received the United States (*US"} State Department Heroes
award for his work relating to the combat of human trafficking; while the Global
Health Council in Washington DC (USA) honored him with an award for
excellence in Journalism in 2010.

3. Plaintiff's work has received special mention by various world leaders
including Former US President, Barack Obama, former UN General Secretary Kofi
Annan, Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and other world leaders.

4, Plaintiff has collaborated with the British Broadcasting Corporation (“BBC"),
Aljazeera English ("AJ"), Cable News Network {"CNN"), and others on some of his
investigative WwoOrks.
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5. Plaintiff has received awards including, foreign journalist of the year from
the US based Association of Black Journalists (NABJ) in 2021, International Sports
Press Association in Switzerland in 2019; the key to the city of Worcester,
Massachusetts in the US in 2016, and the African Hero award from the Ohio
University in the US in 2016.

6. Plaintiff was invited to France by the former United Nations (UN) Secretary
General, Mr. Kofi Annan, the 39th President of the USA, President Jimmy Carter,
the former President of Ireland, Nobel Peace Prize laureate, and former UN High
Commissioner for human rights, Mary Robinson, and Nobel Peace Prize Laureate,
Archbishop Desmond Tutu; and was decorated for his fight against human rights
abuses in the world.

7. Prior to the conduct that underlies this action, Plaintiff was frequently
engaged and invited to speak at universities and colleges like Harvard University,
Duke University, Cambridge University, Oxford University, and London School of
Economics, among others.

8. Plaintiff frequently visits the US, where he visits several states including the
State of New Jersey; where he has family, friends. and supporters.

9. Defendant, Kennedy Ohene Agyapong, {“the First Defendant”) is a self-
prociaimed “rich” businessman, who is a former US permanent residency card
holder; and a property owner in the city of West Orange in Essex County, in the
State of New Jersey: and has business interests in other parts of the US and is a
current member of the Parliament of the Republic of Ghana in West Africa.

10. Defendant, Frederick Asamoah, (“the Second Defendant”} is a self-styled
“social media commentator,” who hails from the Republic of Ghana, and is
currently a resident of the State of Maryland.

11. The Second Defendant owns and operates a  website,
www.theannouncernewsonline.com, which is dedicated to reporting news from
and about the Republic of Ghana, that targets as its audience, citizens and
former citizens of the Republic of Ghana, resident in the US including in the State
of New lJersey, and who also operates an internet based broadcast service
dubbed “the Daddy Fred Show,” which is broadcast live and on demand via
social media platforms like Facebook and YouTube.

12.  The Daddy Fred Show is targeted at an audience that consist of citizens
and former citizens of the Republic of Ghana, resident in several States in the US
including the State of New Jersey,
13.  The First Defendant is subject to the personal jurisdiction of this Court by
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vitue of his tortious conduct committed by the First Defendant, during an
interview conducted over the internet with the Second Defendant, while in his
house within the jurisdiction of this Court, and purposely intended for the
consumption of citizens of the Siate of New Jersey, which constituted “virtual
contacts” sufficient for specific jurisdiction purposes; and can be served in his
family home at 7 Walter Street, West Orange., New Jersey, 07052.

14. The Second Defendant is subject to the personal jurisdiction of this Court
by virtue of his fortious conduct committed by transmitting via the internet,
defamatory material emanating from within the jurisdiction of this Court, and
purposely intended for consumption of citizens of the State of New Jersey,
constituted “virtual contacts” sufficient for specific jurisdiction purposes.

15. Venue is proper in this Court because the tortious conduct that forms the
basis of this action was committed in the city of West Orange, in Essex County, in
the State of New Jersey.

Factual Background

16.  On é June 2018, Plaintiff debuted a documentary produced in conjunction
with the BBC which chronicled the corrupt practices in Ghanaian and African
professional football titled "Betraying the Game,"” popularly known in the Republic
of Ghana as “Number 12."

17. Some scenes from “Befraying the Game" contained allegations that the
President of the Republic of Ghana, and some high-ranking members of his
cabinet were open to being financidlly influenced in exchange for the
performance of official acts, on a quid pro quo basis.

18.  The Republic of Ghana is a constitutional democracy that practices what
is known as “winner takes all politics;” which, in the Ghanaian sense, is the
practice by which by means of divisive and partisan selection, all Ghanaians who
are not part of one of two main political parties that gains the most popular votes
in the most recent Presidential elections, are excluded from national governance
and decision making in a manner that polarizes the nation and dissipates its
human resource endowmens.

19. At all times relevant o this Complaint, the government of the Republic of
Ghana ("GOG") was controlled by the members of the New Patriotic Party
{"NPP"); of which the First Defendant is a key member.

20. The dllegations referenced in paragraph 17, caused an uproar amongst

citizens of the Republic of Ghana and further afield, resident within the Republic
of Ghana; and resident elsewhere in the world, including places like West Orange
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and other parts of the State of New Jersey; and embarrassed the GOG; amid
threats by its citizens to change the political fortunes of the government of the
day.

21. At all times relevant to this Complaint, the First Defendant held himself out
to be a de facto spokesperson for his party, the NPP and mouthpiece of the GOG.

22. Inthe aftermath of the debut of “Betraying the Game;” the First Defendant
stated his intent to launch an ad hominem attack on the Plainiiff, to assassinate
his character; so as to ostensibly neutralize the effect of the allegations
referenced in paragraph 17 herein, in the minds of the citizens and voters of the
Republic of Ghana.

23.  Aspart of the attack referenced in paragraph 22 herein, the First Defendant
released pictures and the idenftity of Ahmed Suale, an undercover journalist who
hitherto kept his identity a secret, and who worked on “Betraying the Game;" and
openly called for his assault. Again, the First Defendant disclosed Ahmed Suale’s
residential address which was also hitherto, unknown to the public and
threatened to put out the car numbers of Ahmed Suale because he (First
Defendant) had tracked the said car numbers.

24.  On 16 January 2019, Ahmed Suale, was shot twice in the heart and once in
the neck and murdered in broad daylight by unknown assailants.

25. As of the time of authoring this Complaint, no one has been tried and
convicted for the murder referenced in paragraph 24 herein.

26. The First Defendant has also been exceptionally vicious and brazen in his
attacks on the Plaintiff, calling on the general public to physically attack and
assault him as well as calling for the Plaintiff to be lynched, on both live radio and
television programs.

27.  The First Defendant signified his commitment to his call for the lynching of
the plaintiff by his gesture of making a choking sound and dragging his finger
across his throat during a live television program on 22 May 2018.

28. Similarly, the defendant incited the general public to physically attack and
assault the plaintiff on 30 May 2018 during the course of a live program on
television.

29. Then also on 4 June 2018 during a live program broadcast on radio called
for the hanging of the plaintiff.
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30. Between 29 May 2018 and 20 November 2018, the First Defendant made a
series of defamatory statements on a radio station owned by the First Defendant
in the Republic of Ghana regarding the Plaintiff; including that he murdered
several Chinese nationals.

31. On 8 June 2018, the Plaintiff instituted legal action against the First
Defendant in Ghana for the conduct referenced in paragraph 30 herein.

32. On or about 18 March 2019, the First Defendant was guoted on live radio
broadcast in the Republic of Ghana, as saying;

“after mounting a spirited defense for the porly against undercover
journalist Anas Aremeyaw Anas, | was disgraced in pariament like a child.
Look at how the party is using me and eveniually wil disgrace me. | have
had enough and | am quitting | am telling you in plain words. Before the
Anas video came out, those who had the chance to preview it were
alarmed and knew it will put the party in a bad light. They sent emissaries
to my house at dawn to go and defend the party: thereafter they
disgraced me in parliament. Anybody who is at the NPP headquarters
lobbying to be a Minister if | am not an MP he cannot run me down.
Nobody can also come and ask me to leave my house at 7am and go to
defend the parly on radio or television. Politics is not the only means
through which one can make it. | om tired of NFP and the
embarrassments.”

33. On 19 July 2021, the First Defendant testified under cross examination in the
legal action referenced in paragraph 30 herein; wherein admitted that does not
have evidence to prove the Plgintiff murdered several Chinese nationals.

34. On 7 September 2021, the First Defendant appeared as a guest of the
Daddy Fred Show as a guest of the Second Defendant.

35. According to the Second Defendant, the First Defendant’s appearance on
the Daddy Fred Show was to “clear the qir” regarding the reputation and
character of the First Defendant before citizens and former citizens of the
Republic of Ghana resident in the US, including the State of New Jersey.

36. During the interview referenced in paragraphs 34 and 35 herein, the First
Defendant stated, that he was speaking from his home in West Orange in the
Siate of New Jersey.

37. According to the Second Defendant, the interview referenced in
paragraphs 34, 35, and 36 herein, was fransmitted live on Facebook and on other
infernet-based platforms and will and has been made available on demand on
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Facebook and on other internet-based platforms till date; garnering over twenty-
nine thousand views on Facebook alone as of authoring the instant Complaint.

Count One
Defamation

38. Plaintiff repeats and realleges each and every prior allegation of this
Complaint as if set forth in detail herein.

39. During the interview referenced in paragraphs 34, 35, 36, and 37, the First
Defendant stated at minute 33:44, that Plaintiff is a criminal.

40. By criminal, the First Defendant meant it to be understood by right-thinking
members of society, that Plaintiff has been convicted of a crime in the Republic
of Ghana.

41. The statement in paragraph 39 is false.

Count Two
Defamation

42. Plaintiff repeats aond realleges each and every prior allegation of this
Complaint as if set forth in detail herein.

43. On7, September 2021, during the interview referenced in paragraphs 34,
35, 36, 37 and 39 herein, the First Defendant stated at minute 35:31 to minute
35:36, that Plaintiff is behind the murder of Ahmed Suale.

44, The statement in paragraph 43 was intended to be understood by right-
thinking members of society that Plaintiff is a primary actor or a co-conspirator to
the crime of murder as defined by the laws of the Republic of Ghana.

45. The statement in paragraph 43 is false.

Count Three
Defamation

46.  Plaintiff repeats and realleges each and every prior dllegation of this
Complaint as if set forth in detail herein.

47.  On7 September 2021 during the interview referenced in paragraphs 34, 35,
36, 37. 39 and 43 of this Complaint, the First Defendant, at minute 35:56 to 36:27,
stated, that Plaintiff is responsible for the death of multiple Chinese nationals in
the Republic of Ghana, and that, he has videos to that effect.
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48. The statement in paragraph 47 was intended to be understood by right-
thinking members of society that Plaintiff is the primary actor or a co-conspirator
in multiple murders as defined by the laws of the Republic of Ghana.

49. The statement in paragraph 47 is false.

Count Four
Defamation

50. Plaintiff repecats and realieges each and every prior ailegation of this
Complaint as if set forth in detaqil herein.

51. On 7 September 2021, during the interview referenced in paragraphs 34,
35, 36, 37, 39. 43, and 47 of this Complaint, the First Defendant stated at minute
37:00 to 37:07. that Plaintiff is a thief as defined by the laws of the Repubiic of
Ghana.

52. The statementin paragraph 51 is false.

Count Five
Defamation

53. On 7 September 2021, during the interview referenced in paragraphs 34,
35, 36, 37, 39, 43, and 47 herein, the First Defendant, at minute 35:56 to 36:27,
stated, that, he, the First Respondent has provenin a court of law, that, the Plaintiff
has indeed murdered multiple Chinese nationals.

54. The statement in paragraph 53 was intended to be understood by right-
thinking members of society that Plaintiff is a primary actor or a co-conspirator in
multiple murders as defined by the laws of the Republic of Ghana.

55.  The statement in paragraph 53 is false.

Particulars of Actual Malice

56. Plaintiff repeats and realleges each and every prior allegation of this
Complaint as if set forth in detail herein.

57.  The First Defendant uttered and published the false statements referenced
in paragraphs 34, 35, 39, 43, 47, 49, and 53 in the instant Complaint with malice
and/or with reckless disregard to the reputational damage that will be suffered
by the Plaintiff.
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58. At the time all five defamatory statements were uttered, the First Defendant
was aware of the falsity of his utterances because he had previously been cross
examined and admitted to those falsity the statements referenced in paragraphs
43, 47, 53 while testifying under oath.

59. Prior to the time all five defamatory statements were made, the First
Defendant is on record to have admitted that he was commissioned by his
political party to launch a false ad hominem atiack on the Plaintiff o discredit
Plaintiff and to soften the impact of the contents of Betraying the game.

60. Consistent with the statements made by the First Defendant in paragraph
54 herein, the First Defendant subsequently, uttered and published the false
statements referenced in paragraphs 34, 35, 37, 43, 47, 49 and 53 herein, intending
for it be believed by right thinking members of society, and knowing that it will be
foreseeably consumed in the State of New Jersey.

61. The Second Defendant is a pro NPP platform which is engaged in a pattern
of conduct that can only be reasonably described as the use of its platformin the
conduct of public relations for the NPP-led GOG in the US, which is also used by
the First Defendant to manage his reputation in the eyes of citizens of the Republic
of Ghana resident in the US.

62. The Second Defendant deliberately provided the First Defendant with a
platform to publish the defamatory statements referenced in paragraphs 34, 35,
37.43, 47, 49 and 53 herein, under the guise of clearing his name; knowing that
the statements were false and failed to give the Plaintiff the opportunity to rebut
the statements referenced in paragraphs 35, 37, 43, 47, and 53. This is especially
frue because the intent of the First Defendant for his false ad hominem attacks on
the Plaintiff as communicated by the First Defendant himself and referenced
under paragraphs 32 and 59, were public and same was known to the Second
Defendant at the time of his tortious conduct.

Damages

63. The Plaintiff has been traumatized by the actions complained of in this
Complaint and has suffered severe emotional distress; because he has had to
field mortifying questions from former clients, agents, business associates, and
family members who reside all over the world including the City of West Orange
in the Siate of New Jersey.
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64.  Plaintiff also states that the words complained of are utterly false, products
of the First Defendant’'s imagination and were mischievously calculated by First
Defendant to disparage the Plaintiff and to create disaffection for him and to
bring him into odium in the eyes of right-thinking members of the society in West
Orange, Newark, and other parts of the State of New Jersey and the global
community.

65. For his reward, for launching the false ad hominin attack on the Plaintiff, the
First Defendant was awarded several lucrative government contracts by the NPP
led governmeni of the Republic of Ghana, running into hundreds of millions of
United States Dollars.

Wherefore Plaintiff prays for relief as follows;

a. An award of presumed damages in the amount of five million (5.000,000.00)
United States Dollars;

b. An award of special damages in the amount of ten million {10,000,000.00)
United States Dollars;

c. An award of actual damages in the amount of five million ({5,000,000.00)
United States Dollars;

d. An award of punitive damages in the amount of ten million {10,000,000.00)
United States Dollars;

e. An order resiraining the First Defendant from further making the utterances
complained of; and ordering the Second Defendant to permanently
delete all defamatory statements it has published about the Plaintiff on the
worldwide web;

f. Any other relief as the Court may deem fit.

Respectfully and humbly submitted,

This day of 143(\3-\('\\,, W\ 202
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ANQs Aréameyow Anas
Plaintiff Pro Se

C/0O Emmanuel Ansah Mglord
P.O. Box 48

Lodi, NJ 07644

USA
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